
NEW YORK MILLS UFSD 

Important 2020 Census Information 

 

Dear Parent/Guardians/Community Member,  

I am writing today to impress upon you the importance of participating in the United States 2020 

Census. The census provides vital information to our government, and is information that has an impact 

on all of us. Your response does matter and has a local impact. Each year, billions of federal dollars flow 

to our state and local communities, and the census will help determine where this money is needed. The 

results of the census will determine how many seats in Congress each state will receive. The 

Constitution mandates that the U.S. census occur every 10 years to count our country’s population.  

How will the 2020 Census impact us at New York Mills Union Free School District?  

As stated above, the distribution of population throughout our country is paramount in determining 

where federal dollars will be distributed. Our school relies on federal monies in the following ways:  

• We receive Title I monies to support supplemental academic services (staffing) for students in the 

elementary school that struggle with reading and math.  

• Title II monies are designed to assist in professional development for our staff. 

• Title IV monies may be used for student health and wellness support, for which the school is able to 

contract one day per week for substance abuse counseling.  

• The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) supports the educational needs of students with 

disabilities.  

As you can see, without the financial support of federal monies, we would be hard pressed to financially 

support these programs and services through our local school budget. In short, these federal funds are 

essential to support our school’s mission and assist us in meeting the individual needs of our students. 

When you receive the 2020 Census information in the mail, and if you have not already done so, take a 

moment to provide the requested information and mail it back so that your information is counted. It 

truly does matter, and you will be playing your part in ensuring New York Mills students benefit as much 

as possible from federal funding.  

Sincerely,  

 

JOANNE SHELMIDINE, ED. D.  

Superintendent of Schools 


